Nurturing Creativity

Ruby Smith was 17 when she was diagnosed with
Burkitt's lymphoma in 2011. While studying at
Photo Center NW, Ruby used a 35-millimeter
camera to document her treatment in black-and-
white photos of get well cards, hospital trays, and
medicine bottles: the mementos and paraphernalia
of a young person finding meaning through art.

Ruby was just one of some 1,000 students a year
nurtured by programs at the photo center, where
novice and seasoned photographers, as well as col-
lectors, curators, and at-risk youth, find community
in place. It's a beautiful place too, an old ambulance
building in the heart of Capitol Hill converted into
a crisp white gallery, darkroom facilities, and class-
rooms. For almost 25 years, Photo Center NW has
welcomed students of all ages to learn traditional
film techniques, composition, and digital skills.

Ruby died a week after her 18th birthday, but her
vision and story continues. In honor of her wishes,
Photo Center NW created the Ruby Project. Young
adult cancer survivors or those undergoing treat-
ment can attend a 10-week program to learn the
basics of photography. From this outreach program
and other youth projects emerges a new generation
of artists. Thanks to Photo Center NW, these artists
will find a place to call home,
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